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Letter from the Executive Director 

Some New Projects initiated in this Quarter 

Bryansk, Russia: In the town of Bryansk, the Chernobyl disaster has left 
the population exposed to radiation through the bioaccumulation of fall-
out in its dairy cows.  Blacksmith is partnering with the  local government 
to remove harmful radiation from milk and beef products. 

Krasnoufimsk, Russia: Improper storage of monazite concentrate has put 
the residents of Krasnoufimsk at serious risk of exposure to radioactive 
waste.  Blacksmith is partnering with a local agency to work with the   
government to safely remove this harmful substance.  

Marilao River, Philippines: Heavy metals from industrial pollution along 
the Marilao River have put entire communities at risk by contaminating the 
main water source.  Blacksmith is enabling local agencies to remediate 
the lead, mercury and chromium contamination. 

Featured Inside :: More New projects in Kanpur, India and Popov  Island, 
Russia 

Greetings! I have just returned from visiting our partners in West Africa, 
and no where is the link between health and the environment more 
tangible than in one of the poorest regions on earth. Water, air, land – 
these are core necessities of all people and the infrastructure of every 
community.  I joyously roll up my sleeves and join the incredible team of 
NY based Blacksmith staff and our global partners as the new Executive 
Director to further our core mission of ending devastating pollution in the 
developing world. 

In future newsletters, I will be introducing you to some of our heroic part-
ners, so they can tell you their story, and you can be as moved, chal-
lenged, and inspired as I am. This is a human rights issue, a quality of life 
issue, and Blacksmith works to bring sustainable, holistic change that ad-
dresses the true priorities of these communities.  

The Polluted Places Program is moving into new areas as we continue to 
build on our successes. Our partners are committed. Together we have 
a great and expanding team. Blacksmith’s five years of work have built 
a solid foundation and we continue to look to the work ahead. Our 
global world is connected – our natural resources, our hopes for family – 
no matter the language – no matter the place, this is our common 
ground. 



In the heavily industrialized state of Uttar Pradesh, pollutants from a  cluster of approximately 350 
tanneries has contaminated the primary water supply of Kanpur, a city of  3 million people .  In 
2003, the local Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) discovered a plume of hexavalent chro-
mium in the groundwater of the Noraiakheda neighborhood, extending from an old chemical 
manufacturing facility site where toxic sludge was 
dumped over a decade ago. However, until a solu-
tion is implemented, local residents continue to drink 
and bathe in water from poisoned wells. As a result, 
Polluted Places is on the threshold of launching a pi-
lot groundwater remediation project in Kanpur. It will 
be the first of its kind in India in which bioremediation 
technology will be utilized to remove hexavalent 
chromium from the groundwater.  Successful imple-
mentation of this technology could hold the key to 
solving a major environmental problem that has 
plagued India for decades.  
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Polluted Places 
is Growing!   

Polluted Places site nominations have been 
coming in droves, and our staff is working 
hard to keep up.  We are constantly adding 
new sites to our online list, so check 
frequently and watch us grow! 

• 248 sites have been nominated 
since the beginning of the 
Polluted Places initiative. 

• 94 sites have been reviewed by 
our Technical Advisory Board.  

• 61 sites have been visited and 
assessed by Polluted Places 
staff. 

• 26 active projects are 
currently underway 

• 64 sites are currently posted 
online at 
www.pollutedplaces.org.  

Asian Development Bank Approves 
$250,000 for India Projects 

The Asian Development Bank’s Poverty and Environment Pro-
gram has approved a $250,000 Polluted Places project to reme-
diate industrial pollution throughout India.  In May, this funding 
enabled initial site assessments by Polluted Places staff in the  
states of Gujarat and Tamil Nadu.  Rapid industrialization in the 
state of Gujarat has resulted in severe environmental damage. 
Thousands of factories are scattered across this region with in-
adequate or non-existent waste management practices. As a 
result of widespread contamination, industrial laborers as well as 
the people living downstream of effluent discharges, are ex-
posed to serious health 
risks. One of the most 
alarming sites visited 
was Hema Chemicals 
where 77,000 tons of 
toxic chromium waste 
has been disposed of 
in and around the fac-
tory, infiltrating the sur-
rounding community. 
This site is currently the 
subject of the largest 
public interest litigation 
filed in Indian  history.   

The majority of these new sites have 
come from our nomination form, found 
online at: www.pollutedplaces.org/
nominate/form.shtml. 

Chromium pollution , Gujarat 

Skin lesions resulting from  Kanpur tannery pollution   

India: Pilot Groundwater 
Remediation Project  
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The work to remove mercury satu-
rated sludge from the drinking wa-
ter pipes at Popov Island has been 
a great success. Located in far 
eastern Russia near Vladivostok, 
Popov Island has been plagued by 
mercury contamination in its public 
water supply as a result of unau-
thorized dumping of hundreds of 
broken thermometers. Despite the 
municipality having replaced 80% 
of the piping, tests have revealed 8 
times the maximum permissible 
concentrations of elemental mer-
cury in the drinking water. Polluted 
Places has supported project work 
to replace the remaining 20% of 
the drinking water pipes on Popov 
Island. The final reports have been 
submitted and show that there is 
no longer contamination in the 
drinking water source.  

Our mercury mining project in Mozambique illustrates perfectly 
why Blacksmith Institute stands apart. Families – women and chil-
dren – are inhaling mercury, a harmful toxin – directly into their 
lungs, and it is wafting into the environment. Fish cannot be 
eaten. People are sick. The cycle of poverty continues. Creative 
problem solving, hands on knowledge transfer – these changes 
are not one shot deals.  We know the consequences, we have 
the tools, and, most significantly, we have the team. 

Our successful pilot project to reduce mercury use in artisanal 
mining in Mozambique has been  featured in a series of lectures 
given by Professor Marcello Veiga of the University of British Co-
lumbia.  Professor Veiga, who works with UNIDO as Chief Techni-
cal Advisor for their Global Mercury Project, was sent by Black-
smith to the Manica District of Mozambique to train miners to use 
retorts that significantly reduce mercury emissions, protecting 
both their health and the environment. The lectures given in 
Washington DC and Brazil will help build coalitions to spread these 

Within the city of Dzerzhinsk, once one of the main centers of                 
the Soviet chemical industry, drinking water sources in Pyra, a 
village of 4,000 people, are polluted with various chemical 
substances. Groundwater, the principal source of water for 
the area, has dangerously high levels of iron and various or-
ganic compounds, making it unsuitable for use in cooking or 
drinking. Blacksmith Institute partnered with a local organiza-
tion, DRONT to provide a drinking water  filtration system to 
Pyra.  Funding, as well as programmatic support enabled the 
construction of a water filtration plant for the village. The wa-
ter services not only the 4,000 residents, but the school system 
and hospital as well. 

 

Popov Island 
Project Work 

Complete 

Russian press on 
opening day at Pyra 
Water Filtration 
Plant 

Russia: Dzerzhinsk Clean Water 

Mozambique: Blacksmith Teams up with UNIDO to  

  Reduce Mercury Emissions 



Blacksmith's China Partners Put Polluters on                 
Government Notice 

After several years of sustained effort, Greener Beijing 
has succeeded in getting illegal mining and industrial 
pollution in Inner Mongolia onto the national 
agenda. In an announcement on May 10, China's 
State Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) 
named nine major environmental cases that they will 
closely supervise this year, one of which concerns pol-
lution from illegally established mining, smelting, and paper manufacturing industries that 
Greener Beijing has been monitoring and reporting on since 2002.  SEPA has warned local 
authorities of imminent punishment for failing to take action against these polluters.  Black-
smith Institute has been supporting Greener Beijing since 2002 in their work on this problem 
and assist the local communities affected by pollution to gain compensation.   

 

 

 

Visit www.blacksmithinstitute.org and learn 
more about how you can contribute. 

 

• Donate online  

• Donate using a check or a credit card 

• Give a stock donation 
 

As a participant of the Blacksmith Institute’s Founders’ Network, you will be part of a network of  
philanthropists helping to solve pollution-related environmental problems all over the planet.  The 
Founders’ Network is a new and simple way to donate to the Blacksmith Institute.  Through an arrange-
ment with a local bank, we are able to accept regular monthly donations by direct-debit from your 
account in any amount.  Please take a  moment right now to fill out the information below and send it 
to the Blacksmith Institute at Two Park Avenue, 29th floor, NYC, NY 10016.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Meredith Block (646) 742-0200 x 201. 

PRINT NAME(S)     (H) PHONE NUMBER     

EMAIL      (W) PHONE NUMBER     

DATE      SIGNATURE     

PLEDGE AMOUNT/MONTH    $20      $50      $100      $200      Other Amount $     

Get Involved With the Founders’ Network! 

The Blacksmith Institute 
2 Park Avenue, 29th Floor 
New York, New York 10016 


