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Hunt begins for world's most
polluted places

By Timothy Gardner

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Researchers will
fan out across more than 80 developing
countries beginning this month to hunt
out and assess many of the world's
dirtiest industrial waste sites.

The New York-based nonprofit Blacksmith
Institute is training the researchers from
local semi-government agencies,
universities and nonprofit groups in the
countries to create a database of the sites
called the Global Inventory Project.

"Blacksmith is doing what no other governmental organization, NGO or
nonprofit has ever even attempted," said Jack Caravanos, a professor of
environmental health at Hunter College of City University of New York.

Caravanos said the inventory is a "first step" to help governments and
international organizations prioritize the clean up of waste sites that
pose health threats to people including cancer risks to adults and
learning disability risks to children. Asthma and other respiratory
ailments are other problems millions of locals suffer at sites like
abandoned metal mines in Africa and factories that made weapons or
industrial chemicals in former Soviet Union states.

Concern about polluted places is growing as the world's population
swells and people in developing countries like China and India buy more
goods like cars and electronics, habits that were once mostly limited to
rich places like the United States and Europe.

Blacksmith director Richard Fuller said the rich countries have mostly
already cleaned up their contaminated places because they have strong
anti-pollution laws. But in many industrializing countries, "the cost of life
in the politician's mind is much lower what we are used to," he said.

The European Commission and Green Cross Switzerland funded the
inventory for the next 18 months with $1.5 million, and the U.N.
Industrial Development Organization has partnered with Blacksmith on a
database that could list 1,200 to 2,000 sites.

Blacksmith has developed a nonconfrontational approach over the last
several years. It attempts to encourage the companies that made the
messes and the nearby communities to work together to clean up sites,
instead of bogging down the process with lawsuits. A key to the
technique has been Blacksmith's publishing of lists of the world's top
polluted sites. In some cases that has pushed companies that were
responsible for the mess to act.

"The companies get embarrassed and they say 'what can we do to get
off the list?'" Caravanos said.

Some of the worst polluted sites involve lead battery recycling, which
takes place in almost every urban center in developing countries, said
Fuller.

A selection of our best
photos from the past 24
hours.  Slideshow 

Lifestyle Articles 

The Secret to Getting Highly
Discounted Cruise Tickets

New Credit Score Formula Could
Increase Your Score

Considering an Online University?
Make Sure it Stands Out

1. AIG in talks with U.S.
government, sees
$60 billion loss:
source  |  Video

2. U.S. home prices drop at
record pace in December: S&P

3. Soros sees no bottom for world financial
"collapse"  |  Video

4. Stanford had links to fund run by Bidens: report
5. U.S. home prices, German morale wilt
6. Q+A: Why would North Korea test-fire its

missiles?
7. Russian general says watching Arctic

militarization
8. Microsoft to offer Windows 7 for netbooks
9. AmEx paying card holders to close their

accounts  |  Video
10. "Milk" loses best film, but sparks new

activism  |  Video

Most Popular Articles RSS Feed

PICTURES

Inside Antarctica
An insider's look at the
people, places and
animals that define
Antarctica.  Slideshow 

 

Email | Print | Share | Reprints | Single Page [ - ] Text  [ + ]

1 of 1 Full Size

MOST POPULAR ON REUTERS

Articles Video

Slideshow

Slideshow

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/37de/3/0/%2a/r%3B211090167%3B0-0%3B1%3B16144874%3B3454-728/90%3B29589886/29607765/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bseg1%3D10018%3Btype%3DBanner%3Bsz%3D728x90%3Btile%3D1%3BarticleID%3DUSTRE51H73W20090219%3B%7Eaopt%3D6/1/ff/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://clk.atdmt.com/goiframe/11804660/129362820/direct;wi.728;hi.90/01
http://www.reuters.com/home
http://www.reuters.com/news
http://www.reuters.com/news/environment
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/profile/pages/newsletter/begin.do
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/profile/pages/newsletter/begin.do
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/profile/pages/newsletter/begin.do
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/index?symbol=us%21dji
http://www.reuters.com/finance/markets/index?symbol=us%21comp
http://www.reuters.com/tools/domore
http://about.reuters.com/productinfo/index.aspx
http://thomsonreuters.com/about
http://www.reuters.com/home
http://www.reuters.com/news
http://www.reuters.com/article/topNews/idUSTRE51N3VT20090224
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/login
http://www.reuters.com/tools/rss
http://www.reuters.com/tools/rss
http://www.reuters.com/tools/widgets
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
http://www.reuters.com/tools/podcasts/video
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/profile/pages/newsletter/begin.do
http://www.reuters.com/news/yourView
http://www.reuters.com/partners/careers
http://www.reuters.com/news/affiliatenetwork
http://customers.reuters.com/landing/
http://about.reuters.com/media/
http://about.reuters.com/productinfo/financial/
javascript:launchArticleSlideshow();
javascript:commonPopup('http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/rpSlideshows?articleId=USRTXC0US%23a=1',920,585,3,'reutersSlideshow');
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=3a98f3a5-30b3-42fd-8069-4b6ead0721b7&ArticleId=1388&ComboId=494&title=The-Secret-to-Getting-Highly-Discounted-Cruise-Tic
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=3a98f3a5-30b3-42fd-8069-4b6ead0721b7&ArticleId=1388&ComboId=494&title=The-Secret-to-Getting-Highly-Discounted-Cruise-Tic
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=3a98f3a5-30b3-42fd-8069-4b6ead0721b7&ArticleId=1832&ComboId=1748&title=New-Credit-Score-Formula-Could-Increase-Your-Score
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=3a98f3a5-30b3-42fd-8069-4b6ead0721b7&ArticleId=1832&ComboId=1748&title=New-Credit-Score-Formula-Could-Increase-Your-Score
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=3a98f3a5-30b3-42fd-8069-4b6ead0721b7&ArticleId=1732&ComboId=1362&title=Considering-an-Online-University-Make-Sure-it-Sta
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=3a98f3a5-30b3-42fd-8069-4b6ead0721b7&ArticleId=1732&ComboId=1362&title=Considering-an-Online-University-Make-Sure-it-Sta
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE51M6LT20090224
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE51M6LT20090224
http://www.reuters.com/news/video?videoId=99170&newsChannel=wtMostRead
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE51N2VV20090224
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE51K0A920090221
http://www.reuters.com/news/video?videoId=99068&newsChannel=wtMostRead
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSBNG36866620090224
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSSP42335720090224
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE51N0UH20090224
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE51M3ES20090223
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE51N0BV20090224
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE51M6N920090223
http://www.reuters.com/news/video?videoId=99170&newsChannel=wtMostRead
http://www.reuters.com/news/video?videoId=99196&newsChannel=wtMostRead
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE51N0BE20090224
http://feeds.reuters.com/reuters/MostRead
http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures
javascript:commonPopup('http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/rpSlideshows?articleId=USRTXBFMM%23a=1',920,585,3,'reutersSlideshow');
javascript:commonPopup('http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/rpSlideshows?articleId=USRTXBFMM%23a=1',920,585,3,'reutersSlideshow');
javascript:commonPopup('/do/emailArticle?articleId=USTRE51H73W20090219',%20540,%20600,%201,%20'emailPopup')
javascript:commonPopup('http://license.icopyright.net/3.5398?icx_id=2009-02-19T145004Z_01_TRE51I3QV_RTROPTC_0_US-POLLUTION.XML&icx2_id=USTRE51H73W20090219&section=environmentNews',%20580,%20635,%201,%20'purchasePopup')
javascript:singlePageView();
http://www.reuters.com/articlePrint?articleId=USTRE51H73W20090219
javascript:sizeUp();
javascript:sizeDown();
javascript:resetCurrentsize();
javascript:launchArticleSlideshow();
javascript:commonPopup('http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/rpSlideshows?articleId=USRTXC0US%23a=1',920,585,3,'reutersSlideshow');
javascript:commonPopup('http://www.reuters.com/news/pictures/rpSlideshows?articleId=USRTXBFMM%23a=1',920,585,3,'reutersSlideshow');
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/37de/0/0/%2a/x;44306;0-0;0;16144874;31-1/1;0/0/0;;~okv=;seg1=10018;type=homepagesponsorlogo;sz=1x1;articleID=USTRE51H73W20090219;taga=aaaaaaaaa;~aopt=2/1/b0/1;~sscs=%3f


2/24/09 1:35 PMHunt begins for world's most polluted places | Environment | Reuters

Page 2 of 2http://www.reuters.com/article/environmentNews/idUSTRE51H73W20090219

Reuters.com:   Help and Contact Us  |  Advertise With Us  |  Mobile  |  Newsletters  |  RSS   |  Interactive TV  |  Labs  |  Reuters in Second Life  |  Archive  |  Site Index  |  Video Index

Thomson Reuters Corporate:   Copyright  |  Disclaimer  |  Privacy  |  Professional Products  |  Professional Products Support  |  About Thomson Reuters  |  Careers
 

International Editions:  Africa  |  Arabic  |  Argentina  |  Brazil  |  Canada  |  China  |  France  |  Germany  |  India  |  Italy  |  Japan  |  Latin America  |  Mexico  |  Russia  |  Spain  |  United Kingdom  | 
United States
 

Thomson Reuters is the world's largest international multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, technology news, headline news, small business news, news alerts, personal
finance, stock market, and mutual  funds information available on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Thomson Reuters journalists are subject to an Editorial Handbook which requires fair
presentation and disclosure of relevant interests.

NYSE and AMEX quotes delayed by at least 20 minutes. Nasdaq delayed by at least 15 minutes. For a complete list of exchanges and delays, please click here.

SHARE: Del.icio.us Digg Mixx My Web Facebook LinkedIn

© Thomson Reuters 2009 All rights reserved

 

Fuller.

Blacksmith recently lead a $200,000 clean up of a battery site in Haina
in the Dominican Republic, in which much of the underlying soil was 35
percent lead, a pollutant that leads to severe learning disabilities in
children.

Blacksmith hopes to establish a $500 million Health and Pollution Fund
to help clean up sites. Cleanup costs can range from $10 million for
sites that involve polluted rivers, to $20,000 for cleaning up rusty
containers of toxic chemicals that face the risk of exploding.

(Editing by David Wiessler)
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